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^ Stevenson cited as examples of 

latter-day courage. sub j ec t in so illuminating a manner and w j, h 

The author appioaclies^^^id ^ ^ the advaMage _ which ^ «h 

SUCl ' If'emoved-ol approaching it from the standpoint of the comm„„ 
himself J > thinkers are handicapped by what has been already 

consciousness. Muirhead( f or example, makes evident efforts to bring 

thought- with mo dern Psychology. T he Will, he tells us, with an 

the Ethics 1 u^Korfian Hnr.trine of ideas, is nrartiralUr *’ 


the Ethics 1 to the Her bartian doctrine of ideas, is practically that 

• unspoken re ^ ascen dant : this would be to merge personality in the 

,de consciousness”;- an assumption which cannot, anyway, be 

“ stream bv . issue . But, though a suggestion here and there may 

accepted as y htful per son can read these “ chapters ” without 

give us pau , the § time a t any rate, into the larger life of purpose 
being j g ’ iration Professor Muirhead’s style is entirely satisfying 
and it^spointed here and there by epigrammatic sentences not to be 

e ^Womm^in ^Education : The International Congress of Women , 1899 
T Trvwin 1/6) The scope of this volume is so enormous, covering the 
whole field of education as administered by women in at least two 
continents, that perhaps we shall best form an idea of the great value 
of the addresses it contains by plunging at once into medtas res and 
instancing a single educational development which the present writer finds 
extremely interesting. This is the Swedish Arbetsstuga a form of in- 
dustrial school, founded by Fru Hierta-Retzius, in Sweden. Ihere are 
notes of simplicity and sympathy in the working of these industrial schools 
which we might do well to imitate. An ordinary house is taken in some 
neighbourhood where poor children abound. The number of children or 
such a house varies from fifty to two hundred. Boys and girls attend 
every other day, three times a week, for two consecutive hours. tn 0 
twelve form a class. They sit round tables as in a home ; the rooms may 
be small but are always well ventilated. Needlework, fret-sawing, rus 
making, netting, weaving, basket-work, and fifty other things are on ^ 
the various Arbetsstugor. The work is sold and the sales mote 
cover the expense of materials. The children get a meal instea 
payment for their work, and “ the food is well prepared and is chosen w 
regard to the tastes of the children as well as to health and economj . ^ 

time the children will often say, “ Please give us some home-wor ewe ^ 
not paid for ; we do so want to have some occupation at home. 
not surprised that Fru Hierta-Retzius adds, “unconsciously an . ^j naI y 
many a child through its enthusiasm for work has acted as a ^,'^ S ^ ann0 t 
at home and been the instrument of reforming bad parents. cities 

help wishing that such a system could be established both m 01 t0 
and villages. It need not interfere with the work of the day-schoo , ^ er 
keep children out of the streets and happily employed for ev ^T ot be 
evening of their lives, with the added gain of a good supper, «ou 
a slight thing. paper 5 

We have selected only one, but every one of the very numerou^^^ 
contains matter full of interest. We congratulate the ° u 
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Congress of Women of 1899. t '”“° me international 

Figure Drawing for Children, by C. H Rir 

last there has arrived what we have long wished to CUrWen ’ 3/6 ^ At 
that most amusing of all arts, dot and stroke drawing S ?, treatlse ° n 
upon dots and strokes, persons can be most easilv L " , how - 
But the dot and stroke pic, , hemselves “»• 

they weep and dance and jump and jeer and behal \u The Way 
facetiousness will be the delight of many a schoolroom ^nd 
the children, who have played well at dot and stroke will a * n ° 
cherub faces and pretty limbs which the end of the book proposes" And" 
what is more, they will arrive at just ideas of proportion This S’ mu’ 
a cap,, a, book, for the sake of its iUus, rations ,^ l £££ 
some humour; i and as we bel.eve tha, art in all of us is like the state „ 
the block, no doubt many young artists will owe much to Miss Rimmet's 
capital instructions. c s * 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

{The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents.-] 

Dear Editor,— I have been thinking that perhaps some of your 
readers would like to know of the time (six months) my four pupils and I 
spent in Paris last year. We went in January, and we boarded with a 
French lady just off the Avenue du Bois, so that we could get into the 
Bois in five minutes, and we did not therefore miss the country so much 
as we should have done had we been right in the city. My pupils— girls, 
whose ages range from twelve to eighteen— made very good progress with 
the language, and I am glad to say they do not appear to lose it at all 
now they are at home again. A very nice young French lady came every 
day from ten to five to be with us. In the morning we studied with her, 
and in the afternoon she took two of the girls out with her to one of the 
many places of interest and I took the other two. In this way we learnt 
Paris very well, for the time we were there, and it has been of great 
educational value to us all. Y ours faithfully, 

E. L. M. 


Hear Editor, — I am writing as a member of the Lending Library 
Committee to appeal to your readers to add to the efficiency and scope of 
their P.N.E.U. Library by occasionally presenting it with some first-rate 
b °ok, new or old. A local Honorary Secretary has, just recently, given us 
two valuable works. Verbum satis. If only every town and country 
member who enjoys the benefits of the Free Lending Library would give 
us, say, one needed or “ unique ” volume once a year, how comparatively 
u 1 and adequate our collection would in a single decade become ! 

Among other sections, we are anxious to enrich the one of literature for 
6 he children themselves, and to see it gradually growing widely repre- 
e ntative, while at the same time conformable to P.N.E.U. ideas an 
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fe eiing. We should like to possess for this section all Mrs. Ewing’s wo 1, 
Miss Muloch’s Ihe Little Lame Prince, and Dr. George Macdonald 
The Princess and the Goblins and At the back of the North Ti^inrf S 
well as many out-of-print books of which someone here and the^ 
possesses a copy, which would be the more profitable for being “ i n wid re 
commonalty spread.” We long to see our Lending Library a good angel 
to many children. 

Does every member of the Union now know that any volume in the 
Library can be borrowed from 26, Victoria Street, direct by any individual 
member (/>., as well as by local Honorary Secretaries in circulatory 
parcels of twenty volumes at a time) ? 

For the 'present, will six members of the Union be kind to us and supply 
six “ felt wants ” in our Library ? Just now, these are 

(1) Talks to Teachers on Psychology : and to Students on some of 
Life's Ideals . By William James, Professor of Philosophy at Harvard 
University. Longmans, Green, 1899. 

(2) The Making of Character . By Professor Cunn. 

(3) Studies in Education : A Series of Ten Numbers devoted to 
Child-Study and the History of Education. By Professor Earl Barnes, 
Stanford University, California, 1896-7. 

(4) Wild Flowers (with plates). By Anne Pratt. 

(5) The Education Department’s Year Book. 

(6) Work and Play in Girls' Schools . By Dorothea Beale. 

Longmans, Green, 1898. 

We should be most happy to reply through Miss Blogg to a post-card 
from any purposing donor as to whether we had already acquired any 
particular volume kindly offered us. 

Yours faithfully, 

Florence Mary Parsons, 

12, Warwick Road, (Mrs. Clement Parsons.) 

Paddington, London, W. 


Dear Editor, — I have for some time been perplexed in my mind by 
your plan of printing stories by children in the Aunt Mai's Budget 
portion of the Parents' Review , and as I cannot find any answer to my 
own objections to this plan, I am writing to ask for an exposition of 
the principle on which it is done. To me it seems an unmitigated 
evil ; such publication would appear to me to encourage self-consciousness 
and self-glorification in the young authors, and moreover to give an 
impetus to the tendency, already too strong in these days, to rush into 
print ; also to the equally bad tendency to write for the sake of writing* 
If it is really beneficial to children, which 1 am not prepared to admit* 
to write stories on set subjects, it is still not necessary that these stories 
should be published. They might be merely criticised and corrected, evei^ 
circulated privately, with criticism attached. But they appear t° 
published uncorrected, and certainly uncriticised. The English is 
painfully faulty, and the stories themselves are usually worthless, t ^ 
for the age of the writers they may be praiseworthy. But the writer 
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presum a oiy unaware mat they contain errors anH a * 
descriptions, and the children who read tl d defects of various 

take them for models. It seems to me that™ admire them and 

trained to write severely correctly as to Pram y ° Ung people ought to be 
words they do not understand, and to use such™** A** S>ntaX ’ to use no 
precision. No license should be allowed to ^ they do use with 

no one is fit to use license until he is a thorough' mastwnfT ° f EngHsh ! 
a thorough mastery can only be acquired through H f , lan 2 ua g e . and 
a child or pupil with a literary gift, I sUffid confer ” 1 had 

open to me : I might leave the child to nature not inters Se . S were 
thing he might choose to write, merely taking’ care th i/'"* ^ a " y * 
with good models to read, and receive 

train him to write correctly, criticise his effort* a • or 1 mi & ht 

.r iciai rr ia,i < BM ^ s 

J !“{*“ t0 5 n ° W ® n * ° f the children wh ° writes for Aunt Mai', Budget 
lhat child produced far better compositions, quite spontaneously, in eaSer 
years. I will not presume to say that the deterioration I notice has been 
brought about by writing to order for competition and publication, for that 
would be a deduction from insufficient premises. Most of the people who 
write for newspapers, and who publish novels, &c., are so incompetent ,o 
use their own language that one can hardly find a book or newspaper in 
which there are not some sentences that you could not analyze if they were 
set as a school task. Why accustom our children to such carelessness by 
allowing them to see their own faults in print? I don’t wish to draw 
attention to individual children, so I will only say that in five pages of Aunt 
Mai s Budget , consisting of children’s stories, I found twenty-three faults — 
sins against the laws of grammar, syntax and composition, wrong use of 
woids, vagueness and confusion in meaning, and errors in taste, all of 
which could with advantage have been explained to an intelligent child 
°f, say, 13 years of age or over. I really should be very glad if any 
advantage to counteract these obvious disadvantages could be pointed out. 

Yours faithfully, W. E. R. 

[We insert the above letter with pleasure, because we feel that it should 
ba for the profit and therefore for the lasting pleasure of the children 
concerned. “Aunt Mai” will, we are assured, rejoice in any criticism 
^hicli should induce her nephews and nieces to do better work. Her 
reply to our correspondent will carry this interesting discussion further.— Ed.} 
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